
Maryland Aquaculture Coordinating Council 

Minutes – January 12, 2012 

 

Members Attending: 

Craig Mask  Karl Roscher  Kathy Klausmeier 

Don Webster  Joanna Kille  Andy Lazur  

Ben Parks  Reggie Harrell  Captain Chip Vernon 

Erin Butler  Mindie Burgoyne Don Flax 

Tony O’Donnell Matt Rowe 

     

Guests: 

Heather Barthel, MDE Steve Schneider, DNR Linda Arnold, MARBIDCO 

Peter Bergstrom, NOAA  Jon Farrington, King Solomon Aquafarms 

Ellen Cosby, PRFC  John Devine, Barren Island Oysters 

Eric Greene, Eric Greene Associates  Katie Busch, DNR 

Chris Judy, DNR   Chuck Santerre, NRP 

 

Opening and Introduction 

Chairman Flax opened the meting at 6:30 pm and welcomed attendees.  Minutes of the 

November 10, 2011 meeting were accepted without reading (Lazur/Harrell).  Chairman 

Flax introduced new members, Acting Commander of the NRP Southern Region, Captain 

Chip Vernon and Mr. Matt Rowe, representing the Department of the Environment. Ms. 

Kille announced a Buyer/Grower meeting January 24
th

 from 9am-1pm at the Navy 

Marine Corps Stadium.  She expects around 350 people will be attending.  Craig Mask 

announced that January 21
st
 there will be a meeting of oyster growers in southern 

Maryland at Morgan State.  Mr. Mask also announced that there will be an additional 

round of funding available through USDA/NRCS this year.  The details are still being 

finalized, but he asked that interested parties contact their soil conservation district office 

or Mr. Mask.    

 

Shellfish Aquaculture Update 

Mr. Roscher provided council members with a summary of shellfish aquaculture 

permitting activities.  Since September 2010 the Division has received 104 applications 

for leases.  Twenty four of those applications have resulted in an executed lease, 15 are 

close to being executed, 28 have been withdrawn51 are still in process and 9 are still 

incomplete.  Of the applications currently in process, 35 of those have been submitted by 

Tidal Fish License (TFL) holders. Mr. Roscher discussed that there are 2 lease 

applications that have formally been protested. Mr. Rowe asked what the basis for the 

protests are.  Mr. Roscher answered that they vary from navigation to hunting issues.  Mr. 

Roscher announced that the Nursery Permit Application is now available on the DNR 

website.  Delegate O’Donnell asked if there was any difference between a bottom or 

water column lease application.  Mr. Roscher responded that there was not.  Delegate 

O’Donnell asked what the cycle time for these applications is.  Mr. Roscher responded 

that there is a 120 day target for the review of these applications.  However, due to an 

overwhelming number of applications in process right now, the Department is not 

meeting that goal in most cases.  Delegate O’Donnell commented on the duration of the 



application process for a project in the Coastal Bays and asked about the status of the 

Combs lease documents.  Mr. Flax asked when a Public Information Meeting is typically 

scheduled.  Mr. Roscher responded that as soon as the 30 day comment period is up and a 

date that the applicant and protestants are available is identified; the Department would 

schedule a meeting. 

   

 

Lease Site Totals 
  

Acreage 
Totals 

    104 Submitted since 9/7/10 (SLL only) 
 

2851.64 

14 Executed since 9/7/10 (SLL only) 
 

557.95 

10 Executed since 9/7/10 (WC only) 
 

44.86 

24 All executed since 9/7/10 
 

602.81 

15 Pending Execution (SLL+WC) 
 

470.7 

28 Terminated/Withdrawn 
 

1251 

51 
Still in process since 9/7/10 

(SLL+WC) 
 

635 

9 Incomplete 
 

40.1046 

    

    42 All submitted since 8/1/11 
 

295.8583 

19 Water Column submitted since 8/1/11 
 

75.4583 

    20 Permitted by ACOE since 9/7/11 
 

738.09 

 

 

 

Shellfish Aquaculture Financing Program 

Mr. Roscher provided an update on the Shellfish Aquaculture Financing Program.  He 

reported that MARBIDCO has reviewed and approved 26 projects for a total of $1.7 

million.  Twenty-two of these loans were approved to Tidal Fish License (TFL) holders 

and span 10 counties.  Mr. Roscher announced that there will be $660,000 available in 

2012 for seed and shell purchases; however applicants must hold a valid Tidal Fish 

License in order to apply.  Mr. Roscher informed the Council that there would be about 

$200,000 available for funding remote setting operations.  The details of this program are 

still being worked out.   

 

East Coast Trade Expo Aquaculture Seminars 

Mr. Webster announced that the Trade Expo would be held in Ocean City January 13-15.  

There will be an Aquaculture Seminar on Saturday from 12-3 pm.  He announced that 

there would be a variety of speakers presenting information ranging from lease usage 

requirements to marketing.   

 

 

 

 

 



House Bill 966: Shellfish Waters Designation Report 

Mr. Rowe presented the Council with a copy of the Report to the Legislature: Response 

to HB 966 prepared by the Shellfish Sciences Services Administration at the Department 

of the Environment.  Mr. Rowe summarized the document and its conclusions to the 

Council.  The document concludes that the Department of the Environment uses the most 

reliable testing that FDA supports to classify waters in the State for shellfish growing and 

that the Department would continue to reassess water classifications yearly and reclassify 

waters accordingly.  Delegate O’Donnell, commented that he was disappointed that the 

document that was prepared did not address the legislative intent of the bill.  He 

expressed disappointment that the Department of the Environment was unwilling to 

address the ISSC and explore other assays.  Ms. Barthel from the Department of the 

Environment mentioned that she would relay his concerns to Secretary Summers.  Mr. 

Webster asked why there is not an effort to investigate utilizing new technologies for this 

testing.  Mr. Rowe responded that there was no data to back up the approval and usage of 

any new technology.  Mr. Rowe noted that this would be a major research and 

development undertaking for the ISSC and there would need to be major backing for such 

a proposal.  Mr. Rowe agreed to revisit the idea of submitting a proposal to the ISSC.   

 

Legal size for sale of cultured oysters  

Mr. Webster summarized where the Council was with the size limits for sale of cultured 

oysters.  He noted that at the last meeting the Council agreed to a 1 inch seed size and a 2 

inch market size for cultured oysters.  He noted that the workgroup handling this would 

be meeting January 25
th

 to discuss the issue further.  Delegate O’Donnell commented that 

we need to make progress with this issue and asked that NRP contribute toward a feasible 

compromise to move this forward.  Mr. Flax commented that Maryland is at a 

disadvantage with our growers not being able to participate in this market.   

 

Legislative Proposals  

Mr. Roscher summarized the 2012 legislative proposals.   

 

 Requesting a reduction the required public notice period for all shellfish 

aquaculture leases from 4 consecutive weeks to 2 weeks.  The current process is 

costly and time consuming, requiring a total comment period of 60 days and 

incurring publication costs that can exceed $1000.00 per applicant. This provision 

would reduce the total length of the public notice and comment period to 45 days 

and help to streamline this process. 

 

 Seeking authority for the Department to establish application and lease rental fees 

for water column aquaculture. The Department will seek a recommendation from 

the Council for the appropriate application fee and rent for water column leasing. 

The Department currently charges an application fee and rent for submerged land 

as recommended by the Council. 

 

 

 

 



 The Department will not be pursuing legislation to provide the authority to PRFC 

to establish regulations necessary to authorize and regulate submerged land and/or 

water column leases in the Potomac River.  In accordance with the Council’s 

recommendations, the Department determined that a leasing program for the 

Potomac River could be established under our existing regulatory authority. The 

Department has the ability to incorporate leasing in the Potomac River into its 

current leasing program in consultation with the Council and PRFC to assure that 

that laws and regulations governing leasing activities in this area of the State are 

equitable and do not create problems within jurisdictional boundaries related to 

enforcement and resource protection.  

 

 The Department will also be pursuing a change in law that will remove antiquated 

language requiring a $15 special permit for dredging in several counties.   

 

 

Public Comment 

There were no public comments received at this meeting. 

 

Adjourn 

Motion (Parks/Butler) to adjourn.  Next regular meeting will be Thursday March 8, 2012, 

at 6:30 p.m. at the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, C-1 Conference Room.   

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Kathryn Busch 

DNR 

 


